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Albuquerque chefs teach, tour, dine
BY LT. COL. DAVID PRESTON
377th Services Squadron commander

The Albuquerque chapter of the Confrerie de
la Chaîne des Rôtisseurs visited Kirtland AFB last
week to share their culinary skills with the staffs
of the Mountain View Club and Thunderbird Inn.

La  Chaîne, an international gastronomic
society founded in Paris in 1950, promotes the
culinary and hospitality arts and enology.

The Albuquerque chapter is under the lead-
ership of Claus Hjortkjaer, owner of Café Miche,
who was recently named Chef of the Year by
the New Mexico Restaurant Association.

In a preliminary visit to Kirtland AFB on May
10, three of the chefs, Chef Hjorkjaer, his Execu-
tive Chef Wayne Leach and Chef Jennifer James
of Graze Restaurant, toured the Thunderbird
Inn.  There, they enjoyed lunch with some of the
patrons, and met with the staffs from the dining
facility and the Mountain View Club to share
their culinary expertise.

They later helped with advance prepara-
tions for some of the menu items for a private,
black tie dinner at the Mountain View Club.

The members of La Chaîne began their day
at Kirtland AFB with lunch at the Thunderbird
Inn and spent the afternoon touring the 58th
Special Operations Wing.

Taylor Floyd and members of Confrerie de la
Chaîne des Rôtisseurs tour the 58th Special Op-
erations Wing during a Kirtland AFB visit.

ABOVE–Mountain View Club and Thunderbird Inn Staff prepare
dishes with the help of a group of chefs visiting the installation.

LEFT–Chefs and other members of the Confrerie de la Chaîne des
Rôtisseurs tour the Thunderbird Dining Facility.  Tech. Sgt. Brenda
McLain, right, food service superintendent, leads the group with Tom
Wall, Linda Hjortkjaer, Evelynne Green and Charles Green.

Photos by Lisa Gonzales

A L B U Q U E R Q U E
W I N E  F E S T I V A L
FINE
New Mexico 
Wine!

Gourmet Food 
Free Wine Seminars

Stunning 
Handmade 
Arts & Crafts

Live Entertainment 
Jazz, Blues,  
Big Band
$13/adult or 2 for $25
(includes wine glass)
Free onsite parking, No pets, please

MAY 29, 30, & 31, 2004 • Noon-6PM
NEW MEXICO GOLF ACADEMY at BALLOON FIESTA PARK

866-494-6366 • www.nmwine.com


